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ASPEN SKIING COMPANY EMPLOYEE ENVIRONMENT FOUNDATION BREAKS RECORDS TO CELEBRATE ITS 10TH YEAR
$170,000 Donated to Environmental Causes Protecting the Roaring Fork Valley in 2007
Aspen/Snowmass, Colo., -- Celebrating its 10th year, the Environment Foundation donated $100,000 to 13 projects protecting the environmental quality of the Roaring Fork Valley and beyond on December 13th. When combined with the $70,000 in grants made in the spring of 2007, that’s more than $170,000 in 2007. The foundation is funded by Aspen Skiing Company employee contributions with substantial support from the Aspen Community Foundation and the Aspen Skiing Company Family Fund.
The foundation made its largest single grant ever this fall, a $20,000 grant to Environment Colorado to support advocacy efforts promoting the just released Colorado Climate Action Plan. In addition the foundation made its first urgent issues grant. Recognizing the immediate need to protect the Roan Plateau from gas drilling, the foundation made a $5,000 grant to the Colorado Mountain Club to support an economic analysis of the impact of Roan Plateau drilling.   
Capping off a year of firsts, the foundation’s members, 1,800+ employees of the Aspen Skiing Company, donated more than $61,000, a record, to the foundation in 2007.  In addition, for the first time Donor Advised Funds at Aspen Community Foundation were provided with a packet of grant summaries prepared by the Environment Foundation for their funding consideration. As a result these Donor Advised Funds granted $55,750 to the organization profiled by the Environment Foundation!    

According to Donor Advisor Eric Williams of New Castle, “Everyone is concerned about the environment and in preserving natural resources for the next generation.  It was very helpful to have environmental organization information provided to donors to enhance options for end of year giving.”

Donor Advisor and Community Foundation Board member Marcie Musser of Aspen, in reviewing the environmental grantmaking analysis, remarked that the “Environment Foundation has done an excellent job identifying pertinent energy issues and the key nonprofit players addressing these issues.”  As a result, she and her husband Robert supported several of these funding opportunities through their donor advised fund.
The 13-member board of directors, made up of ASC employees, determines which qualified applicants receive a grant. Funded projects represent a broad range of environmental issues facing the Roaring Fork Valley:
Basalt Town Council and Green Team began developing a local climate action plan this spring with the support of a prior Environment Foundation grant. This fall, they asked for, and received an $8,000 grant to install solar hot water heating panels on the Basalt Swimming Pool. 
Carbondale Middle School teacher, Kellie Land-Prideaux. received a grant of $1,400 to purchase solar car kits for 80 students this spring.  The cars, built by students, teach students about renewable energy and physics.  The cars are then entered in local and national derbies to compete against cars built by other middle school students. 
Western Colorado Congress organizes residents and communities to create healthy, sustainable communities, social and economic justice, and environmental stewardship on the Western Slope. They received $10,000 to educate communities about the health impacts of gas drilling.  
Colorado Mountain Club, a nonprofit organization whose conservation department works with land management agencies, partner organizations, elected officials, and coalitions to permanently protect our last remaining roadless areas, received $5,000 to develop an economic analysis of the impacts of gas drilling on the Roan Plateau. 
The Aspen Center for Environmental Studies provides environmental education programming for more than 86,000 Roaring Fork Valley residents and visitors annually.  They received $9,500 to improve the infrastructure of Rock Bottom Ranch and explore the feasibility of developing a wetlands bank at the ranch.
Crystal River Elementary School received a $5,000 grant to build the first phase of its Kids Exploring Earth Project, a project to create an outdoor science and environmental exploration park.

EcoFlight advocates for the protection of remaining wilderness and wildlife habitat through the use of small aircraft. They received $2,000 to support flights in conjunction with the Hidden Gems Wilderness Campaign, a campaign to provide wildlands, not currently defined as wilderness, with the wilderness designation.

Environment Colorado’s Research and Policy Center investigates problems, crafts solutions, educates the public and decision-makers, and helps Coloradans make their voices heard in local, state and national debates over the quality of our environment and our lives. They received $20,000 to educate the public about the benefits of enacting Colorado’s Climate Action Plan.

Forest Conservancy received $4,420 to recruit, train, equip, and manage citizens as volunteer rangers and ambassadors for the purpose of educating the public about fragile forest resources. 
Red Hill Council is a citizen-led effort to plan, construct, manage and maintain trails in the Red Hill Area of Carbondale. The area has become a mecca for mountain bikers, hikers and other outdoor enthusiasts. As a result the current access point is becoming congested. To begin to address this issue a $7,500 grant was made.  
The producer of SPLIT ESTATE, a documentary about the health impacts of gas drilling on the Western Slope, received $7,500 to complete filming and production work. 
Western Resource Advocates seeks to protect and restore the Interior West's land, air and water. A $11,802 grant will fund legal work to limit or eliminate drilling atop the Roan Plateau.
Wilderness Workshop’s goal is to keep our beloved backcountry more or less “as is” and, where possible, to restore wildness to this nationally important landscape. They received an $8,000 grant to support their forest watchdog program.  
The employee-funded, -founded and -directed Environment Foundation has awarded more than $1.1 million to more than 230 diverse local environmental projects since its inception in December 1997. More than 1800 employees per year contribute to the foundation directly from their paychecks. Donations are matched by the Aspen Skiing Company Family Fund and the Aspen Community Foundation.  For additional information about the Environment Foundation visit www.aspensnowmass.com/environment/.

