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ASPEN COMMUNITY FOUNDATION ANNOUNCES 
NEW GLENWOOD SPRINGS SATELLITE OFFICE
Aspen Community Foundation is pleased to announce a new satellite office in Glenwood Springs at 801 Grand Avenue.  According to Aspen Community Foundation Executive Director, Tamara Tormohlen, “With great thanks to U.S. Bank, our donors and board of directors, Aspen Community Foundation is thrilled to have a location in the heart of Glenwood Springs and the center of the communities we serve from Aspen to Parachute.  A valley-wide resource based in Aspen for 28 years, Aspen Community Foundation looks forward to greater accessibility for our region's nonprofits, donors, and community members with its additional location."  The office is fully staffed, providing a wide array of services to donors, nonprofits, and community members.  Services will include presentations on trends in philanthropy, discussions highlighting the work of area nonprofits, and conversations on the critical issues impacting quality of life in the Roaring Fork and Colorado River valleys.  The space is also available to nonprofits for meetings and events.
Since 1980, Aspen Community Foundation has been working to improve the quality of life in the Roaring Fork and Colorado River valleys.  Aspen Community Foundation directs a collection of funds that are created by individuals, families, nonprofits, businesses and Aspen Community Foundation itself for charitable purposes. Aspen Community Foundation currently holds assets of $40 million and in 2007 granted $7 million to 300 nonprofits.  Of grants funded through Aspen Community Foundation’s Grantmaking Fund (unrestricted giving), 87% went to organizations serving valley residents from Carbondale to Parachute and 63% went to nonprofits located in this area.  “Aspen Community Foundation is proud of its track record in serving the Roaring Fork and Colorado River valleys.  Our new presence in Glenwood Springs will bring fresh evidence of our commitment to this service area,” said Jake Mascotte, Aspen Community Foundation Board Chair.  According to Debbie Wilde, Executive Director of YouthZone, “For the past twenty-five years, I have witnessed Aspen Community Foundation's interest in and impact on nonprofits located from Aspen to Parachute.  Opening a branch office on Grand Avenue in Glenwood Springs brings visibility to a good work that has been going on for a very long time.”
In its role as funder, convener, community leader and philanthropic hub, Aspen Community Foundation has strengthened nonprofits throughout the region in their capacity to deliver critical services.  With a five-year, $1.25 million commitment, Aspen Community Foundation launched the Early Childhood Education Initiative (ECEI) in July 2003 to address quality and accessibility in early education.  Grants have been made to nonprofit preschools to improve program quality, attain accreditations, establish tuition assistance programs to increase accessibility and enrollment, and to build staff incentive and professional development programs to encourage teacher retention.  Funding of $130,000 was recently granted for these purposes to nonprofit preschools, the majority of which are located from Carbondale to Parachute.  Aspen Community Foundation also funded City of Aspen Kids First to mentor preschool teachers and provide parents with resource and referral services.  
Through the ECEI, Aspen Community Foundation identified that, due to the region’s tremendous growth, the shortfall in preschool openings is a pressing issue within early education.  As ECEI comes to a close, Aspen Community Foundation continues to strengthen early education with grants addressing the shortage of preschool openings, particularly in the lower valley.  Funds will be used to increase preschools’ physical space, support teacher salaries, and purchase educational materials.  Funding of $29,930 was recently granted to nonprofit preschools for this purpose and grant applications are being accepted year-round.  
Aspen Community Foundation is also working to increase the housing supply for the region’s workforce beginning with a project with the City of Rifle.  The project would provide housing for workers essential to the community such as teachers, nurses, police officers, fire fighters, and municipal government employees.  Aspen Community Foundation has pledged both outright grant dollars to serve as a catalyst to move the project forward.  By this fall, Aspen Community Foundation plans to approach other communities to expand this effort. 
Through another Aspen Community Foundation program, eight recent graduates of the Roaring Fork School District’s PreCollegiate Program were awarded a total of $40,000 from the PreCollegiate Program Scholarship Fund, which helps PreCollegiate Program graduates pursue higher education by covering the cost of tuition, fees, room, and board. 

The PreCollegiate Program mentors academically qualified and under-represented students in sixth through twelfth grades to graduate from high school and be the first generation in their families to attend college. Established in 2003, the PreCollegiate Program is a collaboration among the Roaring Fork School District, the University of Colorado, Colorado Mountain College, and Aspen Community Foundation. The Program was modeled after a similar program at University of Colorado and received start-up funding of $200,000 from Aspen Community Foundation. The PreCollegiate Program is now part of the Roaring Fork School District. 
Aspen Community Foundation grantmaking and projects focus on strengthening community life.  According to Julie Olson, Executive Director of Advocate Safehouse Project, “I’m so delighted to have Aspen Community Foundation in Glenwood Springs.  Aspen Community Foundation has always been so generous to the Advocate Safehouse Project and to so many other nonprofits.  It will be very beneficial to us all in Garfield County to have them so accessible.”  "Aspen Community Foundation provides valuable services to nonprofit organizations and the entire community benefits from its contributions.  U.S. Bank is glad to help support Aspen Community Foundation and so many organizations that are critical to our community." said Ian Exelbert, President of U.S. Bank in Glenwood Springs.

For more information, please contact Aspen Community Foundation at 970/947-1500.
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