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PreCollegiate Program Scholarship Fund Awards
Awards

We are delighted to inform you that eight local students were recently selected to receive the second year of college scholarships provided by the PreCollegiate Program Scholarship Fund of Aspen Community Foundation.  Established in 2006 by Barbara and John Gold, the Fund helps PreCollegiate Program graduates pursue higher education by covering the cost of tuition, fees, room, and board. 
A total of $40,000 was awarded to impressive and deserving students.  Awards were made based on academics, extracurricular activities, community involvement, and financial need.  All 20 2008 PreCollegiate Program graduates who applied for scholarships received full funding for their first year of college.  By working with high school guidance counselors, Aspen Community Foundation tracks the scholarships and financial aid received by each applicant.  Aspen Community Foundation funding is dedicated to filling funding gaps, ensuring that each student receives the financial support they need to attend college.   

Recipients

Naomi Chavez, a Glenwood Springs High School graduate, plans to pursue government work as a way to improve the lives of those in her community.  Her career decision was influenced by her work with Advocate Safehouse Project where she assists victims of domestic violence or sexual assault secure emergency housing.  Raised by a single mother, Naomi received $4,000 from the PreCollegiate Program Scholarship Fund to attend Colorado State University in Fort Collins.

At the age of 12, Gabriela Contreras assumed responsibility for four younger siblings when her parents began working long hours and commuting great distances.  She occasionally missed school to handle family needs.  A graduate of Roaring Fork High School in Carbondale, Gabriela received $3,000 to attend Metropolitan State College in Denver.  
Ever since he can remember, Alec Damon has been fascinated by the science of flight.  As a young boy, he read stories of the Wright brothers’ experiments.  Alec plans to pursue his childhood dream by studying  aviation.  Alec recently graduated from Bridges, a non-traditional, public high school in Carbondale and received $4,000 to attend Colorado Northwestern Community College in Rangely, Colorado.

Daisy Garcia is a quiet student leader whose volunteer work has included organizing the Latino Youth Summit, an educational program with workshops on inter-cultural understanding, health and wellness, and continuing education and scholarship options.  Daisy graduated from Basalt High School and received $3,000 to attend the Mesa State College’s Nursing Program in Grand Junction.

A friendly, straight “A” student from Roaring Fork High School, Justin Marshall has worked as  a kennel attendant at Red Hill Animal Health Center since 2002.  According to his employer, Justin is one of the most “all-around-good-kids” to ever work at Red Hill.  Justin also volunteers at Heritage Park Nursing Home where he has developed strong relationships with seniors and the disabled.   Justin plans to attend Coe College in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, to study philosophy.  He received a $10,000 award.
Anakaren and Anabel Meraz are twin sisters from Basalt High School.  Each received $3,000 to attend Mesa State College’s nursing program.  Anakaren and Anabel have three older siblings who did not attend college.  Their brother dropped out of high school to work and both sisters married shortly after high school and have young children.  The sisters are keenly aware that they are breaking family tradition as the first to go to college.
Karina Tlaxcala graduated first in her class of 136 students from Glenwood Springs High School.  She received $10,000 to attend Regis University in Denver where she plans to study biochemistry or engineering.  A member of the National Honor Society, Karina has earned college credit while in high school through Colorado Mountain College night classes and Colorado University’s distance learning program. Karina’s goal is to become a medical doctor working in an underserved area.
The PreCollegiate Program

The PreCollegiate Program mentors academically qualified and under-represented students in sixth through twelfth grades to graduate from high school and be the first generation in their family to attend college. Established in 2003, the PreCollegiate Program is a collaboration among the Roaring Fork School District, the University of Colorado, Colorado Mountain College, and Aspen Community Foundation. The Program was modeled after a similar program at University of Colorado and received start-up funding of $200,000 from Aspen Community Foundation. The PreCollegiate Program is now part of the Roaring Fork School District (Basalt, Carbondale, Glenwood Springs).   The PreCollegiate Program continues to be generously supported through Aspen Community Foundation’s Grantmaking Fund and it Donor Advised Fund program.
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