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The following press release was sent to local media on February 16, 2006
Community Foundations’ Response to Hurricane Katrina

Along with Hurricane Katrina’s decimation of the Gulf Coast on August 29, 2005 arose America’s profound call to help her fellow citizens. People from around the country and the world clamored to find ways in which to be resourceful and supportive. Community foundations discovered that they could not only be instrumental in bridging the ties between their local nonprofits and donor base, but also in responding to national catastrophes through their extended family of foundations. 


The Baton Rouge Area Foundation took immediate short-term and long-term action as soon as the face of the hurricane was upon its state. By August 30, Baton Rouge had become the largest city in Louisiana, growing from 400,000 to an estimated one million. By the evening of the first day after the storm, the Baton Rouge Area Foundation had opened its doors to the New Orleans Community Foundation, and announced the creation of two funds, the Hurricane Katrina Displaced Residents Fund and the Hurricane Katrina New Orleans Recovery Fund, to aid care and recovery efforts.  

To date, Baton Rouge Area Foundation has received a total of $30.7 million: $14.2 for the Hurricane Katrina Displaced Residents Fund, $6.9 million for donor advised hurricane funds, $4.6 million for the Hurricane Katrina New Orleans Recovery Fund, $3 million for employee assistance funds, $866,853 for an educational fund, $511,531 for a medical fund, and $500,000 for a planning fund. Gifts originated from four primary sources: 33% individuals, 32% private foundations, 20% corporations, and 15% community foundations. Of the ninety community foundations that contributed over $4.7 million in total to the Baton Rouge Area Foundation, Aspen Community Foundation was third for overall donations at $153,455, following the California Community Foundation and Community Foundation of New Jersey. 

After researching Gulf Coast community foundations to identify one that seemed best positioned to meet the critical needs of Katrina victims, Aspen Community Foundation responded by developing a Community-to-Community Disaster Relief Fund. As a way to help the community with a vehicle for giving and a commitment to due diligence, within one month 36 individual donors and families gave $94,155 to the fund. In addition, through the City of Aspen’s organization of “Fat Tuesday” on September 13, 2005 when several area restaurants and clubs donated all or a percentage of their evening proceeds to Hurricane relief efforts, the City of Aspen donated $59,300 to the fund, half of the proceeds from the event.  Aspen Valley Medical Foundation received the other half of the event’s proceeds for allocation to Katrina evacuees relocating to the Aspen area. The weeks following the disaster, Aspen Community Foundation staff maintained steady contact with Baton Rouge. Aspen Community Foundation, as stated in its overview and grant guidelines for the Community-to-Community Fund, does not take an administrative fee for the fund. 
Although the Baton Rouge Area Foundation was established forty years ago, it turned to international groups like International Rescue Committee to address basic human needs (including food, shelter, and security), form a disaster response plan, develop a master communications system, and create a platform (FoundationsForRecovery.org) for fulfilling its commitment to transparency and open-reporting. Twenty-five grantmaking teams were assembled to search neighborhoods for relief services and administer assessments, issuing emergency grants within the first week. 
Beyond responding to urgent needs, Baton Rouge Area Foundation continues to aid with the recovery through several key partnerships: with the Community Foundation of Acadiana (Lafayette, Louisiana) and an Americares grant, to coordinate an effective, statewide mental health program; with City Year Louisiana to deploy a diverse corps of fifty 17 to 24 year olds to serve the critical needs of displaced children in overcrowded East Baton Rouge Parish public schools, temporary communities and across south Louisiana;  with Share Our Strength, one of the leading anti-hunger organizations in the country, and the Greater New Orleans Foundation to produce the “Hinges of Hope Tours,” which highlights devastated areas to remind potential donors and advocates of the severity and long-term effects of the disaster. 
A community foundation plays three main roles: a resource for philanthropists, a funder for nonprofits, and a supporter of community projects. Baton Rouge Area Foundation leveraged its role as the community’s philanthropic center by mobilizing international, national and local relief organizations, individuals and corporations to facilitate and expedite emergency services. As such, what Baton Rouge Area Foundation has accomplished in response to the Hurricane Katrina disaster is the clearest and most inspiring example of what a community foundation should and can be. 
For more information, please contact Aspen Community Foundation, 110 East Hallam Street, Suite 126, Aspen, acf@aspencommunityfoundation.org, 970/925-9300. 

