
Early childhood education provides the foundation 
for a child’s future academic success. Research 
supports that a quality preschool experience is one of 
the most effective ways to improve the educational 
and life outcomes for young children.

Unfortunately, economically disadvantaged children 
often are not able to take part in a preschool 
program. In many areas, there are simply not enough 
preschools to serve all the children. Tuition costs 
prevent many low-income families from enrolling 
their children in preschool without some financial 
subsidy. And, parents often cannot get their children 
to a preschool location because they may not have a 

Aspen to Parachute  
Cradle to Career Initiative

Preschool on 
Wheels Program 

“Preschool on Wheels and programs like it are 

critical to ensuring Colorado develops its most 

precious natural resource, our children. We know 

that 0-5 are critical ages for brain development 

in our children.” 

- Lieutenant Governor Joe Garcia, 

State of Colorado, 2015

WHEN BARRIERS PREVENT CHILDREN FROM GOING TO PRESCHOOL,
THIS LICENSED, INNOVATIVE MOBILE PRESCHOOL COMES TO THEM.

2
BUSES

3
COMMUNITIES

12
NEIGHBORHOODS

120
STUDENTS

vehicle or public transportation options. These are 
the children and families served by the Preschool on 
Wheels Program.

The Preschool on Wheels Program is a signature 
project of Aspen Community Foundation’s Cradle to 
Career Initiative. In partnership with Garfield School 
District Re-2, Gus the Bus and the Sunshine Bus are 
school buses transformed into state-of-the-art 
preschool classrooms, and they are the first mobile 
preschools to be licensed by the State of Colorado. 
The buses serve 120 children in Rifle, Silt and New 
Castle who would not otherwise have access to 
quality preschool. 
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For more information, please contact
Candace Cross, Donor Relations Director
candace@aspencommunityfoundation.org

Every dollar invested in early childhood education returns $4 to $9 to the public as a result of reduced special 
education, welfare, and crime costs, and increased tax revenues from participants later in life.

Since the Preschool on Wheels Program’s inception in 2012, individuals, foundations, businesses and 
government have supported the launch and operation of the Program. The annual budget is $350,000 per year 
to serve the 120 children who benefit from this innovative mobile preschool. 

In order to develop sustainable funding for “Gus” and “Sunshine,” Aspen Community Foundation is raising 
$1 million for the next three years.

Will you join us in supporting our children
to create pathways to their futures?

The Preschool on Wheels Program 
has demonstrated that: 

• Students have significantly increased 
cognitive, social-emotional, 
language and literacy skills

• Students enter kindergarten ready 
to learn

• Families are knowledgeable about 
child development and how to 
foster school success

Investment

OutcomesStrategy

• Partnership is defined through a formal 
agreement with the Garfield School 
District Re-2  

• Program adheres to Pre-Kindergarten 
Colorado Academic Standards and 
implements researched-based curricula 

• Each bus offers a bilingual (English/
Spanish) learning environment with 
accredited teachers 

• Student progress is measured using the nationally-recognized 
Teaching Strategies GOLD assessment tool 

• All families are required to attend monthly parenting classes


